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March 23, 2010
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Fambul Tok International Urges National Day of Reflection for Sierra Leone on March 23
Freetown, Sierra Leone—The village of Bomaru witnessed the first acts of aggression in the eleven-year civil war on March 23, 1991. The survivors of this terrible conflict also bore witness in the very first of the Fambul Tok reconciliation ceremony on March 23, 2008, in a community reconciliation process that has now spread across the country. Today these villages reap the bountiful harvests of a community working together and living in peace. Their voices are strong, and they were the first voices to call for establishing a National Day of Reflection on the day the war began. Fambul Tok International (FTI) joins the people of Sierra Leone in petitioning the government to make March 23 an annual day of national healing.
Fambul Tok (Krio for “family talk”) is a face-to-face community-owned program that brings together perpetrators and victims of the violence in Sierra Leone through ceremonies rooted in the local traditions of war-torn villages. The program works at the village level to help communities organize ceremonies that include truth-telling bonfires where people have the opportunity to ask for and offer forgiveness, followed by traditional cleansing ceremonies. Each community makes the choice to participate, identifies its own leaders, develops its own reconciliation ceremonies and chooses its own follow-up activities (such as football matches or community farms) to strengthen the new peace. The success of Fambul Tok in Kailahun has carried the program to the districts of Moyamba, Koinadugu and Kono.  We are pleased to announce the release of Fambul Tok’s report on its Second Year, which provides an in depth look at the peace being harvested in Fambul Tok communities across the country.  The report is available in print from FTI’s offices, and will soon be online at FambulTok.org.

With the organizational support of Fambul Tok International, our goal is to introduce Fambul Tok throughout the rest of Sierra Leone by 2012.

As we work towards this goal we thank the people of Sierra Leone for their patience.  “One major difference between Fambul Tok and other reconciliation programs is that they come, organize an event, and they leave,” explains FTI Executive Director John Caulker, from Koinadugu Village in Koinadugu, where he was helping the community prepare for that district’s first Fambul Tok ceremony. “We see everything as a process, and we build the foundation of that process. We want to ensure that the process is sustainable with or without our national or even our district staff. We are inspired and humbled every day by the commitment of the people of Sierra Leone to the hard work of making peace. They have embraced this program, and we are so grateful. This truly is a program owned by the people.  We don’t want to sacrifice the quality of the program by rushing the process.”
There have been demands from across Africa, and also in countries such as Cambodia, Columbia, and the Philippines, to share the Fambul Tok model and approach.  By establishing Fambul Tok as an international organization with Global Program Headquarters in Freetown and Corporate Headquarters in Portland, Maine, USA, we are building the platform for this kind of sharing.  “The world has much to learn from Sierra Leoneans,” says FTI President Libby Hoffman, from her base in the United States.  “The culture of forgiveness, and the healing power of community – these are remarkable things that Sierra Leoneans are showing have real power to transform people and communities after war.  Establishing the 23rd as a National Day of Reflection would be a special statement to the world of Sierra Leone’s commitment to reconciliation.”
FTI supports the creation of a National Day of Reflection to commemorate the events in Kailahun of both March 23, 1991 and March 23, 2008. We believe that the time for peace has come.

Fambul Tok International (FTI) is dedicated to advancing peace by mobilizing ordinary people—entire communities ravaged by war—in the hard work of reconciliation. Developed and first implemented by the Sierra Leonean human rights organization, Forum of Conscience, and the U.S.-based operating foundation, Catalyst for Peace, FTI incorporated as an international non-governmental organization in late 2009, with the program in Sierra Leone as its flagship project. Global Program Headquarters are in Freetown, and Corporate Headquarters in Portland, Maine, USA.  FTI embodies the most leading-edge processes of consultative program design and “accompaniment” models of partnership. The program requires community ownership at every level. In so doing, it charts a new path for the international community in post-conflict reconstruction. 

To learn more about FTI or to get involved, please visit FambulTok.org.
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